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Dr. Simon Parisier Renews Gift of Hearing for
Guchfear l’mpfant Re::fprent

Cotinme wants you fo ses how happy she was immediately after her surgery?

Cornme McGeome first met O, Simon Paniséer 14 years ago, He
removed a tumor in her left ear, and performed her first cochlear
implarit, just in time for her to hear the sounds of her grandson,
who was born the same week, She recently sent this letter to D
Parizier and audiclogist Sabrina Atterrman, M3, CCC-A after
having her earlier implant replaced, Ms, McGeorge's implant
sungery is among the 100 plus of its type now performed annu-
ally at The Beth lsrael/New York Eye & Ear Cochlear Implant
Center by Dr. Parisier and his colleagues Ronald A. Hoffman,
MD; Christopher Linstrom, MD; George Alexiages, MD; Neil
Speriing, MD; Darius Kohan, MD; and Paw Hammerschlag, MD,
It is also among the many hundreds D, Parisier has performed
since pioneering this restorative technigue in the late 1970's,

“Dear Or. Parisier and Sabning,

I hadl the most wonderfl expenence the other evening. Channal
13 presented "South Pacific at Carmeagie Hal® ... Reba Mcintyre
played Nellie Forbush.... | mot only heard her every note, but [
also heand the twang in her volce, Al singers and performers
came through beautifully...this was Music once again, and |
watched the perfarmance with tears im my eyes.... I can hear
music....can te¥ when the soumd s music as opposed o
speach, but | canmot yet identify the music being played, or the
instrument, That is still 8 work in progress! Speech is wonderful.
[ can understand everyone in close proximiy.. I'm mot foo sure

how wall | will do with the speaker on the other side of the
roorm, we shall see. | can hear the speaker who is walking
behind me, and understand what is being said, | recognize
the speech, and discnmination i good. | can follow
conversafion around fhe lunch table. | hear the phone
rimging, the hammearng on the roof on the next street (TI1,
the parrot in the cage at the pharmacy, the binds.......and |
am no longar bathersd by the phantom noizes in my head
now that the sounds of everyday life have replaced them, [
am deeply gratefid fo both of you for the skillfl way you
each played a part in this recoveny,”

Beth Israel/New York Eye & Ear Cochlear
Implant Center Physicians Cited

In Juna, Mew York magazine published its annueal "Best
Doctors” issua, H listed 1,358 of New York's top physi-
cians, including The Beth lsrasl/Mew York Eye & Ear
Caochlear Implant Center staff surgeons Simon C. Parisier,
MD and Chrisfopher Linsfrom, MD. The hsting also
inciuded Steven 0. Schaefer, MD, Professor and Chair,
Dapartment of Oiolanyngology, The Mew York Eve & Ear

Infirrmany.

Long Island College Hospital Performs First
Bilateral Cochlear Implant in Brooklyn

Long Island College Hospital (LICH) surgeon Nell Speriing,
MD, and his team, recently performed the first bllaberal
cochlear Implant to take place in Brooklyn, continuing a
proud traditlon that started In 1997 when LICH was the first
ingtitution In that borough to perform a cochlear iImplant.
LICH Iz related to The Beth lsrael/New York Eye & Ear
Infirmary Cochlear Implant Certer as a fellow member of
Contlnuum Health Pariners, Inc. “The patient was an 18
month-gid boy born with jaundice and significant neuno-
logleal problems, which resufted in a profound bilateral
haaring loss, says Dv. Spering. “Now thare i hopa ha can
undarstand and davelop language, which will anomiously
impact his quality of |ife.”
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Have You Visited CHI'S
Award-Winning Website Yet?

The Children's Hearing Institute wibsite -
www.childrenshearing.org - Is the recent winner of The 2006
APEX Award for Publication Excedence. This award has been
sponsored for the past 18 years by "Writing That Works: Tha
Business Communications Report.” The site has also been
pramed by The University of Maryland Medical Center for our
“high quality information.” Owr Patent & Family Resource
Guidle, expanding constantly, is one of the inbernet’s most com-
prehensive seif-nelp tools available. It is ofered in both English
and Spanish, and contains numenous links to other helpful
wibsites and organizations. Our new section on “Habilitation
and Rehabiltation® for the chid who is hearing-impained
provides imformation for both parents and professsonals. Ouwr
site also contains a varety of first-hand personal stories told by
children, teens and adults, along with news updates and infor-
mation about our calendar of events.

NIH Grants $3.4 Million for Speech
Production and P tion Stud

Haskins Laboratories, an ndependant research nstitute that
collaborates with Yala University and other institutions arownd
the world, has been awarded 33.4 million by the Mational
Institutes of Haalth (MIH) to study links betwean production and
perception in speech. “We usually hear speech, so it is natural to
think of it as sounds, but a long line of research suggests that wa
are actually hearing moving mauths,” says Douglas Whalan, Vica
Presidant of Resaarch at Haskins, "The mouth shapes tha sound
craated by our vocal folds; and our brain unravels the shaping to
figure out the linguistic massage.” The experiments in this five-
year project will explora how this link is made, using such tools
as speach synthesis, ultrasound, optical tracking and perceptual
assessment — or, just plan listering. "Whathar wea percaiva
soumds or movamants has consequancas for how we rehabili-
tate stroke patients or help misarticulating children,” he said.

Hearing-Impaired Student Enters
Stonybrook University Honors College

We received this letter last June from the grateful mother of two
children whao are thriving despite their hearing mpaiment:

“My zon, Andrew, wears & cochlear implant and is a patient of
Or. Pansier, Andrew’s sister, Kathleen, who is graduating from
Bayport-Biue Point High School in two weeks, is also sevenaly
hearing impaired, with 65 fo 85 db bilateral loss; she wears
analog alds. Ranked T0th out of 180 students, she has been
the recipient of several honars and scholarships: the Hearing
Loss Assoclation of America Scholarship, the Norma March
Scholarship for excellence in Humanities and Social Sclences,
the Bayport-Biue Point Teachers' Association Scholarship, the
NY Laottery Scholarship for Leadership, the Presidential Award
for Excellance, excellence awards in science, sculpiure, marne
biology and varsity field hockey/athlete.....She will be attanding
Stonybrook University Honors College (which admits only 50
freshman applicants) in September.  This is really a tremendous
undertaring for a student who did not fake any honors-level
classes in middle school untll the second hall of seventh grads,
when she was admitted fo the honors-level science, for a
student who struggled to fit in with her peers and who struggled

with auditory trafners that constantly malfunctioned, With the
right combination of perseverance, parent/teacher advocacy,
pride in one's accomplishments, support from good friends, a
severaly hearing impalred student can do as well and even far
befter than that of his or her peers.

Susanne M Schultz

Duke University Study Finds

Hearing Aids Are Underused
The following story was postad on www.midicalnewsioday.com:
Hearing loss can contribute to strained relationships with family
and friends, depression, and even a deterioration of basic
wall-baing, but only one In five Amercans who could benefit
from a hearing aid has one - and just one-third of those who
have hearing aids use them. Thesa are among the key findings
of a Merature review conducted by the Medical Technology
Assessment Working Group at Duke University. Researchers
found consistent evidence that hearing loss contributes to a
dacline in quality of life, particularly among the aldarly. How-
aver, they also found no research in existence documenting
how hearing devices can enhance everyday eaxperiencas,
Approximataly six million paople in tha LS, use a hearing aid,
maost for treating moderate hearing loss, bul 35 to 50 parcant of
hearing aid usars are not satisfied, the study found.

Hearing aids are being underused, in part the Duke team
reasoned, because of social attitudes that reflect misunder-
standings about hearing loss (e.g., belisfs that hearing loss i
inevitable later in life) and becausa of the cost and possible
inconveniance of hearing aids. "One area of critical nead &
undarstanding the barriers that contribute to imegular use of
hearing devicas by thosa who have them,” said Linda K
Gearge, Ph.D., professor and project director of the study.
"Until these areas are better understood, continued innovations
in hearing aid devices will ba hampenad.” .... Available informa-
tion on device evaluation lags substantially behind advances in
technologies, For axample, most of the evidence availabla was
basad on hearing devices that have bean suparsadad by newar
varsions. The report noted that it would not be surprising to find
that thie use of devices for hearing loss s associated with
substantial increases in productivity and other social contribu-
tions, but as veat, the Bsue has not bean validated by research,

MOMA Expands Programs and Services
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Visitors

Mew York's Museum of Modern Art now offers Brown Bag Lunch
Lectures and Gallery Talks with sign language interpretation,
Cart (Computer Assisted Real Time) captioning, and FM head-
sets and neck loops for sound amplification. In addition, “Tours
for Fours® is a new morning drop-in program designed for four-
year-olds and their families to be infroduced to painting, sculp-
ture, photography and works on paper through interactive activi-
ties and discussions. Sign language interpretation, FM headsets
and neck loops are available for this program as well, and they
are also available for all public programs held in the Museum
galleries and classrooms. An infrared sound amplification
system ks avallable for all films and lectures in the Titus Theaters
1 and 2. For further information, call 212-T08-9864 (voice) or
212-247-1230 (TTY), or e-mail accessprograms@moma.org at least
w0 weeks in advance of your visit,




Children’s Hearing Institute Board of Directors
Welcomes Two New Members

Scolt Fishman and Adam L Miler have joined our Board of
Directors. M Fishman heads Design Mash, a private apparel
rmanufacturer that includes the brands Willlwear Lid, Kenar and
Carol Little, He Is also an officer of The Needlers Foundation, a
philanthropic organization founded 43 years ago by garment
center executives to benefit children in need. Today, its mem-
bership includes those in allied industries as well as lawyers,
CPAs, bankers, doctors and health care professionals who have
raised millions of dollars for children's charities. Mr AMiller is
President of The Abernathy MacGregor Group, Inc., specializ-
ing in corporate transaction and crisis communications, inves-
tor relations and corporate and financial public relations. As
head of the firm's media, communications and entertainment
practice, he counsels international clients on reputation man-
agement, corporate communications and investor and public
relations. Adam has been active in CHI's Young Professionals,
He resides in Manhattan with his wite and their new baby girl.

New CHI-Sponsored Summer Conference
Brings Parents and Professionals Together

"Advanced Auditory Therapy Workshop,” a new conferance
sponsorad by The Children's Hearing Institute, was a sold-out
evant that took place July 17-20 at the Macy Center in Briarcliff
Manor, New York, This intensive three-day conferance for
speach-language therapists, auditory tharapists, teachers of
the deaf and hard of hearing, and audiclogists, also includad
an opportunity for parents to experience a learming outcomas
workshop, The conferenca was led by Lois Kam Heymann, MA
and David Lutterman, 0. ED. and attended by 70 participants.
Following are a few of the many appraciative comments wa've
racanad:

“ ...As a parant of a four year old deaf child, | am always look-
ing for ways to halp my daughtar even the playing fiald with her
hearing counterparts. [f iz an ongoing strugole that can only be
gained through gathering information and making sure that |
have the bast paople working with me. Claardy, Ms. Haymann
and Dr. Luterrman are amang the best in the business, Their
candor, support and experience was 0 appreciated at the
workshop and am confident that | gained valuable knowladge
that will help me be a batter parant, coach and advocate for my
child.... Thank you for giving us this opportunity to share our
axpaniencas and wark together with some of the best in the
frdustny. ™

Ana Maria Robben, Mohegan Laks, NY

“Pisase lat averyone af The Children'’s Hearing Institute know
how valuable and important, and appreciated, last week's
seminar was fo all of the parents who wers lucky or smart
enough to attend. The combination of Heymann and Luttermarn
is brilfiant and life affering. Kudos to the Institute for making it
possible, You are making a crucial difference in our families’
fives."

Pamaila Perrail
Directar of Artistic Develapment, Cherry Lana Theatre

In The News...

* The New York Times Reports “Deaf Theater Troupes Reel
from Federal Cuts”

In April, The New York Timas reported that federal cuts to
cultural programs for the deaf that were ordered by Congress in
Decembar 2004 had started to impact deaf theater groups who
did mot realize they would be affected. The program was origi-
nally part of landmark legislation that promised paophe with
disabilites equal educational opportunities. Without the grants,
many organizations fear they will be unable to remain solvant,
Tha Children's Hearing Institute = proud of our grants to
support Mo Limits Theatre Group. In Juna, we sponsored four
stage parformances of “Mission Impossible,” a play performead
by deaf and hard of hearing children at The Long Island
Childran's Musawm,

* Money Magazine Cites Speech-Language Therapist as
One of “Best Jobs in America®

In its annual “Best Jobs in America:" report Money Magazine
ranked Speech-Language Therapist as number 38 of the top
&0 jobs, with a projected 10-ywear job growih of 14.57% from
85,742 in 2004 1o 109,690 forecast for 2014,

CHI Events Calendar
Faor further information about these events,
pleasa call The Ghildren's Hearing Institube; 212-614-8360,

September 13 CH Benafit Event: Evening af Kiainfed,
Fashion Show & Cocidall Recepdion

Dctober 28 CHI 23rd Annual Banafit Gala:
"W lisban o kads can ™

Jarz gt Lincaln Canter

*For information on our autumn series of Parents Workshops,

plaass Sd aur wabgile: WAL Cii b ren shaaring. ong

hittpefwww childrenshearing.org

‘Want to Receive Our E-Mail Updates?

If you are interested in recaiving updates by e-mail periaining
o our conferences for professionals, family workshops, and
other everis and news, please let us know. E-mail Melissa
Willio: mwilliz@nyes.edo.

Recent Courses, Presentations and Publications

Simon Parisier, MD; Ronald Hoffman, MD; Maagan Kuhirmay,
M5, CCC-A. 9th International Cochlear Implant Conference,
Vienna, Austria, Juna 14-17

Jarme Madell, PhD; Ranald H. Hoffman, MD; Susan Chedfo, MS,
Lois Haymann, MA, CCC-SLP. “Tha Team Approach to Manag-
ing Children with Hearing Loss.” The 2006 Comention of tha
Alexcander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing in Pittsbungh, PA., Juma 27,




The Beth Israel/New York Eye & Ear Cochlear
Implant Center To Unify at a Single New Site in 2007

Help us champion this inspirational cause

Tha Children's Hearing Institute is ambitiously striving fo elimi-
nate the disability caused by haarng losses. To that end, we are
partnaring with Tha Mew York Eyve & Ear Infirmary on a fundrais-
ing campaign for a visionany new Ear Institute. Opening in Janu-
ary at 380 Second Avanue (21-22 Sireats), the Ear Institute’s
caollaborative staff of physicians, audiclogists, educators of the
deaf, vastibular therapists, research scientists, and other related
professionals, will offer comprehensive care for individuals with
hearing loss, balance disordars, chronic ear disease, acoustic
nawremas, skull base fumars, and facial paralysis. it will embrace
a Dweafness Ressarch Cenfer, Hearing Aid Geanfar, and Vestibular
Rehabilitation Center. The Ear Institute will also unify The Beth
Israel/Mew York Eye & Ear Cochlear Implant Center and
Hearing & Learning CGenters, a program now located at twao
separate sites. The eputation of these Canters has been earnad
by thair success in treating and mainstreaming children wiho ane
haaring-impaired, and has made them fhe fastest growing of their
typa in the courtny

We have recaived sevearal important Commemorative Maming
Gifts for the new Ear Institute, including $350,000 from The Joel
& ‘fwetta Mallah Family Foundation to nama The Joel and Yveite
Mallah Waiting Room, $150,000 from Rita and Burt Tansky to
name The Rita & Burt Tansky Conference Room, and $50,000
from Jan and Charles Bruno fo name The Daniel A. Bruno Audi-
ology Examination Room in honos of Mr. Bruno's loving fathar.
Your support — inany amownt - is important to us, If you are inter-
ested in making a donation, please contact Carol Bohdan,
Exacutive Director, 212-614-8281/cbhohdan@nyea.edu,

Study on Hearing Loss among Military Veterans

The Mational Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine
recently surveyed the problem of hearing loss, now the number
ong disability among military veterans. The cost of Veterans
Affairs claims for hearing-related disability jumped 100 percant
from 2000 to 2004; the VA spends $81 million on hearing aids
a year. A cost of the war in Iraq is hearing loss caused by bomb
blasts and automatic weapons. A growth sector in diagnosis is
among Vietnam veterans, because damage from high-decibel
ainplanes and arillery is showing up now in middle age. Nawvy
life can be just as costly to ears, with widespread loss from jet
engines and other loud noises on camier flight decks. The
Army, Mawvy and Air Force have started hearing-conservation
programs. However, compliance is not always easy in the
military's “culture of bravado,” and it is often not practical to
block out sounds when in survival mode. For the full report:
“MNoise and Military Service: Implications for Hearing Loss and
Tinnitus,™ wvisit www.nationalacadamies.org.

CHl's 23rd Annual Benefit Gala
takes place October 29 at Jazz at
Lincoln Center as a fundralser for
The Mew York Eye & Ear Infirmary
Cochlear Implant Center. The
event will honor Cochlear Implant
# Center co-directors Simon O
Parisier, MD; Ronald A. Hoffman,
MD; and Jane R. Madel, PhD,
with our 2006 Jwe Styne Humani-
tarian Award. Vonetta Flowers will be presented with the
Institute’s “Hearing Hero Award." The first black athlete to win
Oiymplc Winter Gold, and the first American woman to win USA
Gold for Bobsled at the 2002 Olympilcs, one of her twin boys was
born profoundly deaf. Mamed by Essence as cne of the “50 Mast
Inzpiring African Americans,” Ms. Flowers will discuss how her
insplrational rize to athletic stardom as a bobsledder, sprinter,
hurdler and long jumper [she was a seven-time All-American at
the Linlversity of Alabama-Birmingham) prepared her to face the
challenges of her son's deafness. The evening will also feature a
Guest Concert by 14 vear-old Jourdan Lirbach, a violin virtueso
who started playing at age three. if you would (ke to join us,
pliease call: 212-614-8380,
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CHI Young Professionals Raise Funds for

Audiology Research Test Booth
On  June 14, The
Children's Hearing
Institute

Floor Roof Terrace of
el the  Time  Warnes
Co-chuaie | ina Mwmia right] sty ber isruly Center. Led b!f £
chairs Lisa Weinbeng and Scolf Etess, this fundraiser was
attended by more than 225 ynung adulls representing the fislds
ol business, finance, -
fashion, ==
wine, the arts and K
philanthropy. The
event raised $50,000
to fund the purchase of
an Audiology Research
Testing Booth, an
important  aspect of
research  technology
for the new cochlear

e B drd Vievky

implant center at The Mew York Eye & Ear Infirmany.




If you have an inspirational “Hearing Hear-o,” we want to hear from you:

"l am a seventh grader af Yeshiva of
South Shore and was implantsd in my
Iaff par on May 25, 2003 at Beth lzrasl
Medica! Center by Dr. Danus Kokan, |
have fwo hearing heross who have
helpad ma to succeed in my haaring
and acadeamics, My first  heaning
hear-a is Shelly Ozdamar, my map-
ping audiologist at The Beth [zrasl
Cochlsar Implant Ceniter She iz a
Tha Feidman Femily  natient and kind woman who & an
amazing audicdogist. Shelly has worksd very hard in craating
thae bast maps to halp me hear This year, my DrOCEsSS0r WaS
malfunctioning, which made me wery frustrated and =ad,
bacause | love to hear My famiy and | can't thank Shelly
enough for her concarn and fast work in gatting me a new
processon Shelly, you are my fearing hear-o! Kathy Grimm,
my Massau B.O.C.E.S teacher of the dsaf, is my ofher hearing
hear-o and she has bean working with me for five years. Kafhy
iz a vary pafisnt and smart feacher, with a wonderful sanse of
humar. Sha has made feaching my acadamics a lof of fun and
had helpad me so much with my schoal work as well my hear-
ing. Kathy, if it weran't for you, | might ba failing! | really apore-
ciate your hard wark.”

Thank you,
Chaim Faldman.

“My ‘'Heanng Hsar-o' is Joan
Fargnoli, a teachar of tha deaf in
Rome, New York Ms. Famgnol
starfed working with my son
Jesss owihan he was  ssven
manths of ags. She has gans
ahove and beyandl She has
taken ws to visit several familiss,

o Fargrnod with Jusss Bombrowsk measting kids and parents in our
cammunify fo help with ouwr dacisions. She has always been
willing fo try somathing new. ... Her skills are mmarkahie. Her
attitude s always positive and her wilingnezs fo go owt and get
what is nesded is paying off. She atfended conferances io find
a way fo sfart an oral program for our poungsters who ane aging
out of infant programs fo a pre-schoal program for readinazs o
be mainstreamead. Jessa /s now age threa and a half and is ana
of tha firsi of six kids fo attend...Ws thank Joan for baing a
pionaar "

Kristin Dombrowski, Daansborg, Mew York

“I would fike to nominate. .. Catherine Lese, Freschool Teacher,
and Joan Fargnoli, Daaf infant instructor frorm fhe New York
State Schoal for the Deaf in Romea, New Yook [Theyl have
warked togathar az co-charparsans of a feam o develop a
vary sfrong awaloral program for preschool and young
childran in upstate New York, bringing togather 8 faam of
profassionals, ncluding our speach therapist, audiologist,
program supsndsor and program assiztant, and suppart sfaff to
create an outstanding program for young children,

They brought in program consulfant Lois Heymann from Tha
Bath lsraalfiNew York Eye & Ear Cochiear [mplant Canfer to
work with both parents and sfaff.. fo dewvelop programming
directions and fo axtend the undarstanding of a consistant
auwralforal approach for young cochlaar implanted childran, as
wall as children who respond through thair heanng aids. This iz
a classroom within the schoal for the deaf. They have both
waorked fo bring hearing peers a5 role models info the program,
axtend tha programming through Creative and Performing Arts
and athar suppart senvices, coordinate programming with tha
spasch tharapist, work with ouwr audiologist on daily eguicmeant
chack upns and suppart of the sound fisld spstem in [&] class-
rooms and communicata with parants on an oral stimuladion
program and what they can minforce af home an a daily basis.

Both... have worked axtenzivaly...fo make the pamants “part-
mars” in the education of thair children, They have esfablished
parent frainings throughout tha year, made home wizifs and
cammunicate on a dally basis. Thay have atfended trainings
and wvisifed ofther programs that sandce young childran with
cochiear implants. The gainz thase childran have mada am
remarkabia, Ms. Les and Mz, Fargnoli are what | call “nafural
teachars.” ... Owr program confinues fo grow dusa to Shedér
outstanding dedication to young children who are deaf.”

Suzanne W Delaire
Eamantahidoia Schoal Supandsar Now Vark State Schoo! for fe Daaf

] “We wailed patiently for the day
Jeremy wolld be activated and
begin  learming to  listen and
speak. Three weaks affer activa-
ton [at age 19 months], Jeremy
said “up, " his first wond, I was a
mirache and | fell we wen fruly on
. our way “up® However, thens

i B have been many irials and irbu-
.!ﬂfm“rﬁmng n mwt coordinators, insensiive
tharapists, two year old lamper tantrums, Jeremy's refusal to
atfend sessions, commuting problems...and the sheer exhaus-
tran of speaking 24/7. At timas, [ felt | was drowming. How and
wold [ contimse this space and be T00% cerfain of Jermy's
sucoeed? Patricia Rothschild Neuhaus, the speach and hear-
ing services supervisor at SL Francis de Sales School for the
Deal threw me a life facket. She has spert numerous hours
advising us, advocaling for Jeremys sendoes, confersncing
with fis therapist, taking the time to understand his learming
style, imparmanting an indivicual plan and ALWAYS speaking in
a kirnd, patrent, and professional manner...She s fruly gifted... |
thank her consfantly....She says, “its my pleasure. t's my
Jjob*....She deserves o be honored as a “Hearing Hear-o." Sha
iz the angel leading us on our jourmey. God has sent her to us.”™

Meredith Cardinale, Staten |sland, New York




