THE CHILDRIREN'S HEEARING INSTITUTIS

WINTERZO0OS

The Children’s Hearing Institute Begins 2005
with Renewed Commitment to Children with Hearing Loss

New Children’s Hearing
Institute Friends Circlé

We are gratified so many of you are joining
The Children’'s Hearing Institute Friends
Circle. Your donations, large and small,
help us fulfil our mission to raise
awareness and fund programs to benefit
infants and children with deafness, hearing
loss and other auditory disorders in order to
provide them with hearing; empower them
to develop essential auditory, speech and
language skills commensurate with their
hearing peers; and enable them to achieve
academic success and join the mainstream
of education. The funds we raise support a
“Whole Child" approach, enabling us to
provide long-term educational support and
guidance to children with hearing loss and
their families. We also fund basic science
and clinical research programs.

New Educational Website:
www.childrenshearing.org

The Children’s Hearing Institute Friends
Circle is featured on our new
English/Spanish website which debuts this
month. This educational tool for parents
and families facing the challenges of
hearing loss includes a new Family
Resource Guide. The site provides
professionals - physicians, mainstream
teachers, teachers of the deaf, audiologists,
speech and language therapists, speech
pathologists and researchers - with
information on pediatric audiology/speech
issues and  post-cochlear  implant
challenges. It also provides helpful links to
medical’health organizations that provide
specialized services, along with updates on
CHl-sponsored conferences and events.
Visit the website and contact us with
questions or comments.

The Pearl

This poem was written by 10-year-old Yoni Miller— implanted at age two years and four
months - in gratitude to his surgeon Dr. Simon Parisier and Advanced Bionics. Yoni
attends Yeshiva where he has scored in the 99th percentile in both mathematics and
English Language Arts on the Stanford Achievement Test. He is interested in following
in the footsteps of his grandfather who is a professor of chemistry and medicine. Yoni's
proud parents Arthur and Shoshannah say, *The Pearl' is a reflection of how deeply
and profoundly we are indebted for the miracle...which unfolds before us each and

every daﬁf—"

There was once an oyster whose story | will now tell
Who was born with some sand in his snail shaped shell.

It was only a grain, but brought him much pain
For aysters have feelings, even when they can't hear their
name.

Fate had decided to deal a harsh blow
No reason was given as far as | know.

All the other ayslers had smiles on their faces,
For the cards in their hands were all the four aces.

| The sad looking oyster drifted out lo sea

Without much of a future as far as anyone could see.

Aleng came an angel named Simon, or someone MD.
Who said, “Wait a minute, et me have a look and see
Language, mind and technology. ..

Maybe, (?) there is a connection between all three.”

The miracle worker MD implanted some electrodes in me...
Inserled some wires.. .and even some elecironics. ..

Made by a company called Advanced Bionics

And the tiny grain of sand that bothered me for sure
Became a peari of wisdom that you never saw before.

There are many other oysters like me in the sea
Who have leamed what it truly means to be free

To speak our minds and express our opinions,
About time travel, Hogwarls and weather conditions.
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